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NeoCon 2008 won’t be remembered for its weather, crowds or products, still there were plenty 
of nifty things that grabbed our attention. Furniture as cars - our new rating system.

Furniture we like!

Rating furniture is a tricky process, but I think I’ve hit upon something 
that really works. Mostly facility managers and the A&D folks are try-
ing to understand products and where they �t into the world at large. 
Obviously there are plenty of “award” programs (not to mention great 
products that don’t win awards), but just being Gold or Silver doesn’t 
say much about the product and how it relates to the universe of similar 
products. When a chair wins a “Silver” what does that mean? 
In the world of industrial design, one product category stands out - 

automobiles. Almost every Industrial designer worth his salt wants to 
design the next great car (the one exception is Giancarlo Piretti who is 
from the same town where Ferrari’s are built - go �gure). O�ce furniture 
mirrors many of the curves and features found in today’s auto world. In 

fact, it should come as no surprise that industrial designers speak in “car 
speak” often. Their thinking about automobiles is re�ected in their work 
in many subtile and not so subtile ways. 
As it turns out, you can compare furniture to cars and so I’ve come 

up with a rating system that is immediately understandable to anyone 
who has even a passing interest in cars. There are no numerical scores, 
just comparisons of what the piece of furniture (or feature of the piece 
of furniture) is most like in the auto world. For instance, if you love Lexus 
automobiles, you’ll really relate to the new Okamura chair above. Where 
that falls in importance is up to you, but you already know what a “Lex-
us” (or Porsche, etc.) implies.
This is, in my mind, a sushi quality rating system. ��   
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Most Like: Lexus LSA great looking chair with Japanese simplicity and function. Elegant in its �t and �nish. Comfortable for an all day ride. It’s the new “Je�erson” chair until the real new Je�erson chair arrives from Niels Di�rient - someday soon we hope.
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Most Like: BMW 5 Series

Even though it was designed by an 

American living in Milan, it has the 

engineering detailing of a �ne German 

car. Sitting style is somewhat aggressive 

so you’ll be doing less slouching. Great 

controls.
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Most Like: Morgan Aero 8Like the classic Morgan cars, Synapse uses a wood frame joined by simple mechanical connections. The Morgan harkens back to simpler times - a car is for driving, a chair for sitting. Synapse, like the Aero 8, is a modern updated classic.
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Most Like: Audi TTA re�ned technological look that performs exactly how you would expect it too. The car, like the chair, is a good value (chair = $799 list). Some VW parts �nd their way into Audi while the InSync chair contains some Leggett & Platt kit. 
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Most Like: Audi R8 DRL

DRL or the Daytime Running Lights on 

the Audi R8 (and A5) are composed of 

way cool LED’s. We found the monitor 

mount LED’s on a product at Nurture’s 

showroom to be equally cool - and more 

importantly - useful. Great idea.

< Back view of Nurture’s FYI Monitor Arm with LED lighting that illuminates worksurface below. 
Couldn’t �nd any information on the light, but expect it will be announced soon.

24 by 7  NeoCon 2008


