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Furniture we like!

NeoCon 2008 won't be remembered for its weather, crowds or products, still there were plenty
of nifty things that grabbed our attentionFurniture as carsour new rating system.

ikeexus |

A great looki

4
A heads up on what'’s happening

Rating furniture is a tricky process, but | think I've hit upon somethindact, it should come as no surprise that industrial designers speak in “car
that really works. Mostly facility managers and the A&D folks are trgpeak” often. Their thinking about automobiles is re ected in their work
ing to understand products and where they t into the world at large. in many subtile and not so subtile ways.
Obviously there are plenty of “award” programs (not to mention great As it turns out, you can compare furniture to cars and so I've come
products that don't win awards), but just being Gold or Silver doesn'up with a rating system that is immediately understandable to anyone
say much about the product and how it relates to the universe of similawho has even a passing interest in cars. There are no numerical scores,
products. When a chair wins a “Silver” what does that mean? just comparisons of what the piece of furniture (or feature of the piece
In the world of industrial design, one product category stands out -of furniture) is most like in the auto world. For instance, if you love Lexus
automobiles. Almost every Industrial designer worth his salt wants t@utomobiles, you'll really relate to the new Okamura chair above. Where
design the next great car (the one exception is Giancarlo Piretti who ihat falls in importance is up to you, but you already know what a “Lex-
from the same town where Ferrari’'s are built - go gure). O ce furniture us” (or Porsche, etc.) implies.
mirrors many of the curves and features found in today’s auto world. InThis is, in my mind, a sushi quality rating system.
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Executive Veneer Casegoods
Made in North America
Achieving North American Environmental
and Quality Standards
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350 Clayson Road Toronto, ON. 866-939-5332
info@ledafurniture.com  www.ledafurniture.com
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Most Likaudi R8 DRL

DRL or the Daytime Running Lights o
the Audi R8 (and A5) are composed off
way cool LED's. We found the monitor
mount LED’s 0N a product at Nurture’s
showroom {0 pe equally cool - and mo

\ importantly - useful. Great idea.

< Back view
of Nurture” .
Co ' . s FYI Mon .
uldn’'t nd any information on th(letcl)igjﬁtrrrtllﬂlth LED lighting that illuminates
, but expect it will be a worksurface bel
nnounced soon elow.
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